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Big interview with Ralph Agrippine

“Seychelles has a moral obligation to ensure the
I0C remains strong and effective”

Mr. Ralph Agrippine is a seasoned diplomat with over a decade of experience, having served in key international roles, including Chargé d’Affaires in Addis Ababa
and Paris. Currently, as Seychelles’ Permanent Liaison Officer for the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), he plays a pivotal role in shaping regional cooperation,
diplomacy, and policy decisions.

by J. Marie

Can you share with us your
journey into diplomacy and what
inspired you to pursue a career
in international relations?

My path into diplomacy wasn’t
exactly planned. After finishing my
A-Levels as part of the first group
at Seychelles Institute of Technol-
ogy (SIT), my first job was as an in-
tern at the Department of Foreign
Affairs under the President’s Office
at the National House. I was there
for a short time before moving into
teaching, my first profession. Lat-
er, I pursued further studies and
worked in journalism and politics
before returning to diplomacy.

I've now been in diplomacy for 12
years. I started as a Ministerial At-
taché under Minister (Jean-Paul)
Adam, progressed to Director
General, and later worked over-
seas as Principal Counsellor, a role
I still hold today. What drew me to
diplomacy was that it combined
many of my skills—writing, public
speaking, and navigating political
and economic discussions. Diplo-
mats must be adaptable and mul-
tilingual—in my case, English and
French.

In the past, diplomacy was rheto-
ric-focused, but today, it demands
technical expertise. My training in
economics, law, management, and
sustainable development gave me
a solid foundation. So when the
opportunity arose, I saw it as a way
to merge my experiences and ap-
ply them meaningfully. It wasn’t
my original plan, but in hindsight,
it feels like a natural progression of
my career.

What has been the most re-
warding or challenging aspect of
your career in diplomacy so far?

The most rewarding and chal-
lenging moments in my career
have come in different forms. One
of the most difficult periods was
my time as Chargé d’Affaires in
Addis Ababa. There was a period
when attacks on foreigners, partic-
ularly Africans, had escalated, and
we even had a contingency plan
to airlift us to Kenya if the situa-
tion worsened. I was responsible
for the embassy and ensuring our
people’s safety. I recall a diplomat
being attacked at the airport, and
every time we walked into the city,
there was a risk of being targeted.

Another challenge was when
Seychelles withdrew the candidacy
of Mr. Alain St. Ange. As head of
the Addis embassy, I had to navi-
gate a complex diplomatic situa-
tion, consulting the capital while
ensuring Seychelles’ position was
effectively communicated.

Paris had its own challenges.

- With Father Pedro Opeka, founder of the association ‘Akamasoa’ which

is combatting poverty in Madagascar

When Minister Radegonde left,
I took over as Chargé d’Affaires
during COVID-19, a time of uncer-
tainty. Paris was eerily empty, and
at one point, we weren’t sure the
embassy could remain open due to
funding constraints in Seychelles.

On the rewarding side, my time
at UNESCO stands out. When Mo-
rocco rejoined the African Union,
Seychelles played a role in bridg-
ing political differences. Another
major moment was when ‘Moutya’
was recognised as part of UNES-
CO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity, a proud milestone
for our culture. Similarly, when the
International Institute for Capac-
ity Development (IECD) became a
UNESCO Category Two Centre, it
highlighted Seychelles’ role in edu-
cation and development.

As the Permanent Liaison Of-
ficer for the IOC, what are your
primary responsibilities, and
how do they align with Sey-
chelles' interests in the region?

My role is straightforward—
I serve as the bridge between
Seychelles and the IOC, ensur-
ing effective communication and
collaboration. Any IOC matters
concerning Seychelles go through
me, and any Seychelles-related
positions or concerns are relayed
through me to the IOC.

What makes the IOC unique is
that it is not a political organisa-
tion but a regional, project-based
body focused on international co-

operation. At any given time, the
I0C manages around a dozen proj-
ects spanning maritime security,
health, environmental sustainabil-
ity, and education. My responsibil-
ity is to ensure Seychelles is active-
ly engaged and benefits fully from
these initiatives.

A major aspect of my job is pre-
paring Seychelles’ position for the
Council of Ministers, the IOC’s
main decision-making body. Min-
ister (Sylvestre) Radegonde repre-
sents Seychelles in these meetings,
and my role is to advise him on
policy matters by reviewing docu-
ments, analysing key arguments,
and condensing information into
clear recommendations.

Beyond policymaking, I also co-
ordinate Seychelles’ national focal
points, ensuring that our technical
teams actively contribute to the
10C’s ongoing projects. Fortunate-
ly, Seychelles has dedicated and
highly skilled professionals work-
ing in these areas, making coordi-
nation smoother.

The IOC recently turned 40 and
is undergoing a major transforma-
tion. Traditionally, it relied on ex-
ternal funding from the European
Union, the French Development
Agency (AFD), and other donors.
Now, the goal is to transition into a
self-funded regional organisation
by securing its own resources.

This shift is significant, and
my role is to ensure Seychelles
remains at the forefront of this
transformation. In regional bodies
like the IOC, some countries lead,

while others align to push progress
forward. Seychelles, as one of the
three founding members, has a
moral obligation to ensure the IOC
remains strong and effective.

The agreement establishing the
IOC was signed in Seychelles,
making it imperative for us to play
an active role in shaping its future
direction and ensuring it serves
the best interests of the region.

For me, my job is to ensure that
this moral obligation translates
into practical action—to make
sure that we are engaged, proac-
tive, and influential in shaping the
I0C'’s future.

Recently, there have been dis-
cussions among IOC members
about enhancing cultural and
creative industries. How will
Seychelles benefit from these
initiatives?

There have been ongoing dis-
cussions on how to develop and
strengthen Seychelles’ creative
and cultural industries. This is an
exciting area of growth, and as a
diplomat, I've seen that a multidis-
ciplinary approach is essential.

During my time in Paris, I
worked closely with UNESCO and
the Organisation Internationale de
la Francophonie (OIF). UNESCO
places great emphasis on culture,
and Seychelles was the first coun-
try to collaborate with them on
formalising the status of artists.
Mauritius is working on it too,
though their law has yet to pass.

The concept is simple: being an
artist is a profession, just like any
other. Artists contribute economi-
cally and culturally and should re-
ceive legal recognition. Seychelles
is actively working on a law to for-
malise their professional status.

This is where the IOC plays a
role. The Cultural and Creative
Industries (CCI) sector is not just
about culture but about the busi-
ness of culture. It is often referred
to as the orange economy, similar
to the blue economy for oceans and
the purple economy for health.

The ICC project (Industry, Cul-
ture, and Creative) under the IOC
aligns with Seychelles’ goals. A key
initiative is artistic mobility, al-
lowing Seychellois artists to travel,
collaborate, and gain international
exposure.

For instance, there is a planned
cultural exchange with Mozam-
bique for the Biennial of the Arts,
which strengthens historical and

artistic ties.

With UNESCO’s recognition of
artists' status and the IOC’s sup-
port for creative industries, Sey-
chelles is laying a strong foun-
dation for a thriving cultural
economy. The timing for these ini-
tiatives couldn’t be better.

You've served in various ca-
pacities. How have these experi-
ences shaped your approach to
diplomacy?

My time in Addis Ababa and
Paris played a significant role in
shaping my diplomatic approach. I

Diplomacy is about compromise
and collaboration

spent one year in Addis and four in
Paris, and while both experiences
were valuable, they were vastly dif-
ferent.

In Addis, I operated within a
framework of 53 African nations,
whereas at UNESCO in Paris, the
scale was much larger. UNESCO is
the largest UN agency, with more
member states than the UN itself,
as it includes associate members.
While its focus is on culture, sci-
ence, education, and information,
it also serves as a platform for
global diplomacy.

Working at UNESCO provided
invaluable exposure to multilateral
cooperation, where I learned how
to form alliances, build consensus,
and navigate international nego-
tiations.

As a diplomat, you quickly realise
that you cannot work alone. Sey-
chelles’ position on an issue doesn’t
carry weight independently among
195 countries, so we must align
with groups—in my case, the Afri-
ca Group. Seychelles had a strong
voice at UNESCO because Africa
is a priority area, and small island
developing states (SIDS) are also a
key focus. Being both African and
a small island state gave us a dual
advantage in discussions.

One of my most valuable expe-
riences at UNESCO was chairing
the Small Island States Group.
This involved leading discussions,
coordinating positions, and work-
ing with diverse nations to find
common ground on key issues.

Additionally, I was highly en-
gaged in the Eastern African
Group, which helped me balance
Seychelles’ role as both an African
nation and an island state.

Diplomacy is about compromise
and collaboration. While in Paris,
my role was not about resolving
conflicts but about building com-
mon positions at both the regional

and global level—a skill that re-
mains invaluable today.

Given the recent attacks on
vessels in the Red Sea and their
impact on global trade, what
measures is Seychelles taking to
ensure the security of its mari-
time routes?

There’s an interesting pro-
gramme under the IOC called
MAZE, and I was fortunate to
have been involved in it. Before
my postings in Addis Ababa and
Paris, I served as Director of the
Anti-Piracy Unit of the IOC, which
was based in Seychelles. That role
shaped my understanding of mari-
time security, which, at the time,
was primarily focused on combat-
ing piracy.

Back then, we were in a reaction-
ary phase, responding to piracy at-
tacks as they occurred. However,
we soon realised that piracy was
just one symptom of a much big-
ger issue. I still remember some-
thing that was said by the Director
General of DG MARE from the
European Union—he called piracy
a blessing in disguise. Not because
piracy itself was something posi-
tive, but because it forced us to
open our eyes to the wider threats
facing our seas.

We realised that criminal net-
works evolve. Today, they might be
pirates, but tomorrow they could
shift into trafficking—whether
it’s people, drugs, or even envi-
ronmental goods like endangered
turtles. They could move into Ille-
gal, Unreported, and Unregulated
(IUU) fishing, which is a multi-bil-
lion-dollar industry. The common
denominator is organised crime—
they follow the money.

This led us to establish a regional
maritime security architecture
designed to tackle all maritime
threats, not just piracy. Through
this structure, we set up two key
centres—one in Seychelles and
another in Madagascar—which
allowed us to respond quickly and
effectively to emerging threats.

One of the most important as-
pects of maritime security is infor-
mation sharing. Seychelles is well
positioned in this regard, with an
office in Bahrain that plays a cru-
cial role in the global maritime
security network. The ability to
quickly collect, process, and dis-
seminate intelligence makes all
the difference in tackling threats,
whether it's an armed robbery at
sea, trafficking, or environmental
crimes.

One thing that people often over-
look is that maritime security is
a public good. It’s not just about
protecting Seychelles or the Indian
Ocean—it’s about contributing to
global stability. Keeping the seas

(continued on page 5)
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Opinion
Seychelles and its Neighbouring Islands:

A Comprehensive Overview of the Kerry
Doctrine

by Dr. Srimal Fernando

n August 14, 2015, U.S. Secretary of State
OJohn Kerry recognised the enduring lega-

cies of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Ne-
hru, and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, asserting that
India stands as a symbol of hope for the global
community. He remarked that since its indepen-
dence in 1947, India has exemplified resilience as
a democracy, particularly in its efforts against ter-
rorism.

Kerry's tenure as Secretary of State is charac-
terised by a strong commitment to diplomacy,
climate change initiatives, and fostering global
collaboration. His policies not only shaped U.S.
foreign relations during a critical period but also
laid the groundwork for addressing future global
challenges. As the world grapples with intricate is-
sues such as climate change and security, Kerry's
influence remains pertinent. The influence of John
Kerry, former U.S. Secretary of State, on American
foreign policy has been profound, especially re-
garding the Indian Ocean region and its islands.
This ocean is essential for international trade and
has gained significance in global affairs due to its
strategic importance and the complex political dy-
namics of its island nations.

Kerry's engagement with India was especially
critical, as he highlighted the necessity of strength-
ening U.S.-India relations as a fundamental aspect
of American policy in Asia. A prominent figure in
this context is John Kerry, who served from 2013
to 2017 under President Barack Obama. His ten-
ure was marked by a strong focus on international
cooperation, tackling climate change, and improv-
ing U.S. relations with countries in South Asia and

the Indian Ocean region, including India, Mauri-
tius, the Seychelles, the Maldives, Sri Lanka, and
Réunion. John Kerry's role as Secretary of State
has significantly influenced American foreign
policy in recent times. His dedication to diplo-
matic efforts, particularly through the Iran nuclear
agreement and his active involvement in climate
initiatives, highlighted the multifaceted nature of
international relations. His legacy underscores the
critical role of diplomacy in confronting interna-
tional issues and promoting cooperation among
nations.

Kerry Doctrine in Foreign Policy US and Sey-
chelles

The changing dynamics of the relationship be-
tween the United States and the Seychelles un-
derscore a notable transformation in American
foreign policy, emphasising increased engagement
in the Indian Ocean area. By prioritising maritime
security, climate change, and economic develop-
ment, both countries are establishing a strong
partnership. Ongoing discussions and collabora-
tive efforts will be crucial in tackling mutual chal-
lenges, thereby safeguarding not only the security
and prosperity of the Seychelles but also promot-
ing stability throughout the wider region. The for-
mer U.S. Secretary of State, John Kerry, has played
a crucial role in shaping the foreign policy of the
United States, especially regarding the Indian
Ocean region. His involvement has highlighted
the importance of U.S. partnerships in promot-
ing both security and prosperity. The recent com-
mitment to deepen ties with nations in this area
indicates a significant shift in U.S. foreign policy,
showcasing a more active engagement in a region
deemed strategically important.

UniSey and the Department of Tourism and
Cultural Heritage

The year 2025 is expected to mark a significant
turning point for the Seychelles, an alluring archi-
pelago in the Indian Ocean, celebrated for its mag-
nificent landscapes and vibrant cultural history.
The University of Seychelles plays a key role in this
initiative by linking education with the tourism
sector. By delivering quality education and train-
ing, UniSey aims to empower its students to be-
come forward-thinking leaders in tourism. Real-
world experiences are integral to the curriculum
designed for future generations. The partnership
between UniSey and the Department of Tourism
and Cultural Heritage is crucial in enhancing the

[OUINENY DI PLOMACY
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educational framework that supports the tour-
ism industry. The university is recognised for its
exemplary tourism studies, offering a Bachelor of
Science Honours degree in Travel, Tourism, and
Economics (BTTE) through its Department of
Tourism and Cultural Heritage, thus preparing
students with the vital skills for a successful career.

Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and the Maldives.

John Kerry's engagement in Sri Lanka and the
enduring connections with Mauritius and the
Maldives illustrate a strategic framework adopted
by the United States in the Indian Ocean territory.

The Legacy of John Kerry

The legacy of John Kerry in the realm of foreign
policy is defined by his focus on environmental
matters, diplomatic efforts, and a commitment to
multilateralism. His work during the Obama ad-
ministration laid the groundwork for future ini-
tiatives, especially regarding climate change and
international cooperation. In light of the complex
challenges that persist globally, Kerry's emphasis
on collaboration and innovative strategies remains
vital in addressing the critical issues of our time.

About the author:

Dr. Srimal Fernando is a Senior Lecturer, De-
partment of Tourism and Cultural Heritage at
the University of Seychelles. Dr. Fernando is the
author of Politics, Economics and Connectivity:
In Search of the South Asian Union and holds
a PhD in International Affairs. (email srimal.
Jernando@unisey.ac.sc)

“Seychelles has a moral obligation to ensure the
I0OC remains strong and effective”

(continued on from page 4)

safe benefits everyone, from lo-
cal fishing communities to inter-
national shipping and trade net-
works.

How is Seychelles collaborat-
ing with neighbouring countries
to address the challenges posed
by maritime threats in the Red
Sea and the Western Indian
Ocean?

I wouldn’t call myself an expert,
but based on my time as Director
of the Anti-Piracy Unit, I can share
some insights. People often refer
to five oceans, but in maritime
security, we see it as one intercon-
nected ocean. A security issue in
the Pacific or Red Sea can directly
affect Seychelles—if a ship carry-
ing essential goods is impacted,
the problem is no longer regional
but personal.

Seychelles, at the heart of the
Indian Ocean, has the experience
and infrastructure to play an active
role in regional maritime security.
Having led the fight against piracy,
we understand maritime threats.
Unlike larger nations, we don’t
project military power globally,
but we contribute through knowl-
edge, experience, and strategic co-
operation.

Our approach works in layers—
starting with sub-regional efforts,
then expanding to the wider In-
dian Ocean, and ultimately con-
tributing to global security. A key
achievement is bringing together
countries with competing geopo-
litical interests. Take China, India,
and the United States—often seen

as rivals. Yet, in maritime security,
we've managed to get them to col-
laborate towards a shared goal.

By focusing on common security
concerns, Seychelles has helped
defuse tensions in this area. When
securing the seas, political differ-
ences don’t matter—what matters
is that the ocean remains safe for
everyone.

Considering Seychelles' vulner-
abilities due to limited economic
diversification, what strategies
are being implemented to en-
hance economic resilience?

One of the key priorities in Sey-
chelles’ foreign policy is advocating
for the Multidimensional Vulner-
ability Index (MVI). Everywhere
we go, we make the case that SIDS
like Seychelles should have better
access to international finance on
concessional terms.

The reason is simple—we are
highly vulnerable to climate
change. While Seychelles has
achieved significant  develop-
ment, we shouldn’t be penalised
for our progress. The challenges
we face—rising sea levels, extreme
weather events, and economic vul-
nerabilities—mean we still require
financial support to mitigate these
risks.

Now, let’s be clear: Seychelles
isn’t asking for handouts. We are
not saying we want aid or free
money. We are ready to borrow,
but it must be under fairer terms
that take our unique vulnerabili-
ties into account.

We do not contribute signifi-
cantly to global carbon emissions,

yet we suffer the consequences of
climate change. That’s why we are
making a legitimate plea to the
international community—let us
access financing to address these
challenges.

With better financing options, we
can strengthen our resilience, not
just in recovering from climate-
related damage, but also in diver-
sifying our economy and creating
a more sustainable economic base.

This is why our fight for the MVI
is so important. If adopted by glob-
al financial institutions, it would
be a powerful tool for small islands
like Seychelles in securing devel-
opment funding. It would allow
us to invest in climate adaptation,
strengthen key industries, and en-
sure long-term economic stability.

Seychelles has been at the fore-
front of this movement, and prog-
ress has already been made. The
moment this index is widely ac-
cepted, it will become an essential
tool in our push for stronger, fairer
economic development.

‘What are your key objectives in
strengthening Seychelles' diplo-
matic relations, both within the
Indian Ocean region and glob-
ally?

Seychelles, a small country with
big ambitions, recognises that re-
gional and international coopera-
tion is essential due to natural con-
straints like population, resources,
and economic capacity.

A prime example is maritime se-
curity. Through programmes like
MAZE and the Indian Ocean mar-
itime security architecture, Sey-

chelles has enhanced its Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) monitoring.
The refund mechanism allows the
Coast Guard to increase patrols,
reinforcing our security efforts.
IUU fishing is another pressing
issue. Seychelles, one of the most
affected countries, benefits sig-
nificantly from the Pay-as-Pay pro-
gramme, with most patrols taking
place within our EEZ. Next month,
Seychelles will host the third re-
gional ministerial meeting on IUU
fishing, reinforcing our leadership.
Internationally, Seychelles am-
plifies its voice through organisa-

tions like the African Union (AU)
and the Alliance of Small Island
States (AOSIS). Within these co-
alitions, we multiply our influence,
ensuring that small nations are
heard.

A prime example is the global
climate change conversation. The
1.5-degree temperature target,
now widely accepted, was initially
advocated by Small Island States.
Countries like Seychelles, Mal-
dives, and Pacific nations led the
fight to raise awareness of climate
change’s impact. Seychelles has
proven the power of cooperation.

- Consulting with colleagues of the IOC

Through regional and interna-
tional partnerships, we expand our
influence, secure resources, and
strengthen our ability to protect
our national interests.

Do you have a final message?

Firstly, I would like to remark
that diplomacy is not undertaken
only by diplomats. Other govern-
ment officials as well as civil so-
ciety organisations also engage in
diplomacy on behalf of a country.
The effectiveness of Seychelles’
diplomacy stems partly from the
fact that the non-diplomats con-
tributing technical inputs are
professional, disciplined and well-
versed in their subject matters. I
have worked with officers of SDF
(Seychelles Defence Forces) and
Seychelles Coast Guards, officials
of ministries like education, health
and finance, as well as with officials
from SNICHA (Seychelles Nation-
al Institute of Culture, Heritage
and the Arts) and CEPS (Citizens
Engagement Platform Seychelles)
and others. I commend them for
contributing immensely to the suc-
cess of Seychelles diplomacy.

Secondly, I would like to point
out that diplomacy operates on a
relationship between a principal
and an agent. The one giving in-
structions is the principal while
the one executing them is the
agent. As a diplomat, I am blessed
to have principals like Minister
Radegonde and Principal Secre-
tary Fock-Tave who have trusted
me with great responsibilities and
also agents like my secretary who
is very professional.



