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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING




BETWEEN



COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA



AND



INDIAN OCEAN COMMISSION



This Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as “Memorandum” or “MoU”) is entered into between the:

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (hereinafter referred to as “COMESA”) a Regional Economic Community established by Treaty on 8 December 1994 with headquarters at COMESA Centre, Corner Kafue and Ben Bella Road, Lusaka, Zambia of the one part;
 
And the

Indian Ocean Commission (hereinafter referred to as “IOC”) an inter-governmental organization whose headquarters are located at Ebene, Blue Tower Institute Road, Mauritius, of the other part;

COMESA and IOC are hereinafter collectively referred to as “Parties” and individually as a “Party”.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS COMESA is a Regional Economic Community dedicated to achieving sustainable economic and social progress in all its Member States through increased co-operation and integration in all fields of Socio-economic development particularly in trade, customs and monetary affairs, transport communication and information technology, industry and energy, gender and social affairs, youth, agriculture, environment and natural resources.

WHEREAS IOC is an intergovernmental organization that brings together five island Member States: The Union of the Comoros, France on behalf of Reunion, Madagascar, Mauritius, and Seychelles. The IOC is the only regional organization in Africa composed exclusively of islands, it defends the specificities of its Member States on the continental and international scenes, among sustainable development including economic, social, and cultural fields. With a view to regional economic integration, the IOC carries out cooperation projects supporting maritime security, maritime connectivity, entrepreneurship, the development of regional value chains for better food security and sovereignty. While respecting the principles of coordination, complementarity and subsidiarity, the IOC plays an accompanying and even a driving role in areas where its Member States need specific support and where collective action constitutes an added value.

REALIZING the importance for the parties to cooperate closely so that they can jointly provide better services to the Island States, four[footnoteRef:1] of which are members of both COMESA and IOC. [1:  Comoros, Madagascar, Mauritius and Seychelles] 


IN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of their complementarity, the two Secretariats are keen to provide a framework of cooperation between themselves and to facilitate collaboration and joint implementation strategies, particularly in the areas of regional integration.

TAKING cognizance of the need for mutual co-operation in areas of common interest in pursuing their respective mandates and strategic objectives of contribution towards sustainable economic growth and development.

CONVINCED that cooperation between COMESA and IOC will strengthen the capacities of the Parties for advancing their respective objectives.

NOW THEREFORE, the Parties have agreed to enter into this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU).

Article I
OBJECTIVE 
1. The objective of this MoU is to provide a general framework to facilitate cooperation between the Parties, on a non-exclusive basis, in areas of mutual interest, as defined in Article II.
2. The MoU seeks to facilitate the means through which the Parties will utilize and leverage their existing resources and facilities for mutual benefit, and for the beneficiaries of the activities to be implemented through this MoU.

Article II
AREAS OF COOPERATION
1. The Parties will jointly pursue cooperation in areas relating to regional integration and in whatever field related to achieving sustainable development objectives for their mutual benefit and the benefit of their member States.
2. The cooperation between the parties may relate, but is not restricted to the following areas:

Trade and Customs
(a) Trade liberalization and customs co-operation and the consolidation of the Free Trade Area , including ways of increasing intra-COMESA and intra-IOC trade.
(b) Working together in improvements of the COMESA Rules of Origin to strengthen application and enforcements/implementation.
(c) Working together towards digitalization of customs trade facilitation instruments, including electronic certificates of origin, National and Regional Electronic Single Window System and trade portals;
(d) Collaboration in integration in various Customs systems, capacity building and training in customs-related programmes and activities; 
(e) Working together in strengthening NTB/NTM National Focal Points and National Monitoring Committees and enhancing transparency and efficiency in identifying, reporting and resolving NTBs/NTMs in both COMESA and IOC regions;
(f) Collaboration on programmes to enhance movement of people, labor, and services across borders in the region;
(g) Close collaboration on preparation of common positions in regional/international fora such Tripartite Free Trade Area, AfCFTA, the WTO, OACPS-EU relations, WCO, UNCTAD, and among others;
(h) Given that the IOC comprises Small Island Developing States (SIDS), working together on setting up of a specific platform for SIDS to discuss and develop common positions, reflecting their particular vulnerabilities; 
(i) Implementation of programmes on liberalization of trade in services, including trade in services negotiations, and implementation of commitments on trade in services liberalization, including exchange of information and capacity building;
(j) Programmes for investment facilitation for services to encourage services trade within the respective regions.
(k) Cooperation in the organization of Trade promotion activities (including the organization of buyers/seller meetings and other trade fairs and ensure the participation of women and youth).
(l) Cooperation to improve investment opportunities through participation in COMESA Business Forum
(m) Cooperation in research & development and exchange of expertise and knowledge in the areas of common interest.

Agriculture, industry, and food security
(a) Co-operation on projects promoting regional food security;
(b) Co-operation on projects promoting agricultural productivity, agro-processing, and agro-competitiveness in the region, and ensure the participation of all interest groups - women, youth and men;
(c) Working together to enhance Regional Trade in Agricultural commodities in the region.
(d) [bookmark: _Hlk134777704]Working together on the promotion of regional agricultural value chains with high potential, and promotion of the participation of women and youth;
(e) Co-operation on Smart Climate Agriculture Programmes; and support to women and youth;
(f) Promotion of intellectual property rights.

Blue Economy, climate change, environment
1. Co-operation on projects which are aimed at the protection of the environment in the region, and ensuring inclusive participation of all interest groups including men, women and youth;
1. Co-operation and support for work on Climate Action such as capacity building, etc.
1. Working together to enhance access to markets, services and value addition, value chain and trade in animal, and support to women and youth SMEs ;
1. Working together on the promotion of regional value chains with high potential in the blue economy (biotechnology…);
1. Working together on the promotion on the circular economy. 
1. Fisheries;
1. Tourism and 
1. Livestock development 

Energy, ICT, Infrastructure, Transport and Connectivity
(a) Cooperation in establishing the shipping line for Indian Island States, connecting the African continent and rural communities within the continent; and promotion of access to ICT infrastructure and services for all ;
(b) Working together to promote infrastructure development in the areas of transport, energy, communications, and socio-economic activities; 
(c) Cooperation in the development of renewable energy programmes; and
(d) Promotion of cooperation in enhancing the maritime connectivity and the maritime transport. 

Peace, Stability and Security
(a) Harmonize and coordinate their activities in field of peace, stability and security and development to ensure that these activities are consistent with the objectives and principles, policies and strategies pursued by both parties in conflict prevention, management and resolution, economic development and humanitarian and social issues and cross cutting issues in the region, including participation of women and youth,;
(b) Development of programmes to enhance movement of people, labor, and services across borders in the region; and 
(c) Co-operation on Maritime Security programs.








Gender, youth, health, and culture
(a) Cooperation on development, promotion and implementation of programmes/projects and initiatives on women and youth empowerment and sharing of good practices ;
(b) Cooperation on promotion of women’s participation in intra-regional and continental trade, especially promoting digital platforms for women in business/entrepreneurs such as the www.womenconnect.org, and capacity building of women in digital skills, and support to national focal points for content management;
(c) Cooperation on promotion on initiatives on youth internship and volunteerism to enhance their skills and social responsibility and patriotism among youth in the member States;
(d) Cooperation on facilitation of the integration of the youth dimension in all projects carried out by the IOC and the COMESA;
(e) Cooperation on development, promotion, and implementation of programmes on culture and creativity industries to enhance tourism and cultural development and exchange;
(f) Cooperation on promotion of health security, prevention of drug trafficking and abuse, response to health emergencies (disease outbreaks), and promotion of the development of the pharmaceutical sector to enhance local production of essential pharmaceutical products; 
(g) Cooperation on development and implementation of programmes on social protection and addressing harmful practices, as well as documenting and sharing of good practices.; and 
(h) Cooperation on the promotion of the research and evidence-based policy and decision making, especially building capacities of member States on gender statistics.

Article III
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MoU
1. Accordingly, to ensure effective implementation, the parties will identify priority areas of cooperation and will establish an action plan with clear timeframes for implementation. 
2. The Parties may enter into specific agreements in relation to financial arrangements relating to the implementation of agreed activities in the agreed areas of cooperation.
3. The parties will establish a joint committee (Implementation Committee) to oversee the implementation of this MoU. 
4. The Implementation Committee will be composed of technical experts, in the key priority areas, to be nominated by each party.
5. Each party will nominate its respective experts to the implementation Committee, 15 days from the date of entry into force. 
6. COMESA will convene the first meeting of the Implementation Committee within 30 days, following nomination of the Committee, to commence the MoU implementation by undertaking the Committee activities as outline below. 
7. The implementation Committee will be responsible for the following:
(a) Identifying specific actions to be implemented under each of priority areas as outline in Article II above;
(b) Facilitate the implementation, monitoring the progress and report of the outcomes of each programme; and  
(c) The Implementation Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure and shall meet alternatively or may be agreed by the team.
8. The parties specifically acknowledge that this MoU does not entail any funding obligation.

Article IV
EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
1. The Parties will, on a regular basis, keep each other informed of and consult on matters of common interest, which in their opinion are likely to lead to mutual collaboration.
2. The Parties may exchange information, a documentation, and grant each other access to databases on matters of common interest in accordance with their respective administrative rules governing confidentiality and subject to the conclusion of arrangements between the Parties as may be necessary to safeguard the status of confidential information.
3. The Parties will, at such intervals as deemed appropriate by them, convene meetings to review the progress of activities being carried out under the present MoU and to plan future activities. 
4. Each party undertakes to invite the other as technical partner to all relevant conferences, meetings, organized under its auspices on issues of common interest, in conformity with its procedures and practices.
5. As needed, representatives of COMESA will be invited to participate in the Annual meeting of the IOC Authority. Likewise, representatives of the IOC will be invited to participate in the Annual meeting of COMESA Authority.

Article V
RESOURCE MOBILISATION
1. The Parties will individually and jointly mobilise Resources for agreed activities and programmes.
2. The Parties may enter into specific agreements in relation to financial arrangements relating to the implementation of agreed activities and programmes.

Article VI
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS
a) Any intellectual property rights that result in the furtherance of the objectives of this MoU will be jointly held by COMESA and International IDEA. However, in cases where intellectual property and technology may result in the performance of a specific agreement, intellectual property rights shall be defined in such agreement. Any publication (report, media release or Expert System CD or publication) resulting from this collaboration initiative shall reflect the joint efforts of both Parties.
b) Ownership of any intellectual property provides Pre-existing IP for use in any project under this Agreement, the providing Party grants to the other Party the right to use such Pre-existing IP solely for the purposes of performing the project activities under this Agreement. 
c) Both Parties jointly own all rights, title and interest in the data and works they create under this MoU. Each joint owner can use or disseminate the jointly owned Intellectual Assets on a non-exclusive basis as long as such use or dissemination does not restrict the ability of the other joint owner to do the same. 
d) Any further rights or licenses related to a party’s Pre-existing IP or Created IP will need to be agreed and detailed in separate individual project agreements.
e) Neither Party will, under any circumstances whatsoever, reproduce, copy or use the other Party’s corporate identity or permit the use of that Party’s Intellectual Property by any Third Party, save with that Party’s prior written consent.

Article VII
CONFIDENTIALITY 
1. [bookmark: a965656]Each Party will maintain any confidential information or data recognised or marked as such which is obtained from the other Party in the implementation of this Agreement.
2. [bookmark: page5]Each Party acknowledges in the implementation of this Agreement that if it comes across information which is confidential and proprietary to the other Party and that disclosure or use of which might result in damage or loss to the business or affairs of such Party, the party with such confidential information agree to keep such information confidential and shall not disclose or use it without the prior written consent of the other Party.
3. The provisions of this Article will not apply to any Confidential Information that:
a) [bookmark: a207282]is or becomes generally available to the public (other than as a result of its disclosure by the receiving party or its Representatives in breach of this Article); or
b) [bookmark: a482405]was available to the receiving party on a non-confidential basis before disclosure by the disclosing Party; or
c) [bookmark: a398726]the Parties agree in writing is not confidential or may be disclosed.
4. [bookmark: a400497]Each Party reserves all rights over its Confidential Information. 
5. No rights or obligations in respect of a Party's Confidential Information are granted to the other Party other than those expressly or impliedly stated in this Agreement.

Article VIII
VISIBILITY AND PUBLICATIONS
1. Nothing in this MoU wll be construed as authorizing any Party to use the name, logos, trademarks or other intellectual property of any other Party. Any use of such names, logos, trademarks or intellectual property will be made only with the express written authorization of that Party and in accordance with any applicable license or guidelines. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no additional authorization will be required for any use of any Party’s logo or other trademark in any public announcement approved in writing in advance by all Parties.
2. No public statement, announcement or publicity will be made or issued by any Party regarding this MoU or the collaborative relationship or collaborative program referred to herein without the prior written consent of all the Parties.
3. Each Party may publish their findings independently with due recognition of the contributions of the other Party. 
4. The manuscript review process prior to publication shall follow the internal policies of both organizations and the fund provider shall be appropriately acknowledged.

Article IX
ENTRY INTO FORCE AND DURATION
1. This MoU will enter into force on the date of signature by both Parties and shall remain in force for a period of five (5) years.
2. At the end of the duration of the MoU, a review may be jointly undertaken by the Parties to assess the need for extension.
3. The option to renew or extend the MoU shall be through an exchange of letters signed by the Parties.

Article X
TERMINATION
1. This Agreement may be terminated by mutual agreement of the Parties or by one Party thirty (30) days’ notice of its intention to terminate the Agreement.
2. The termination of the MoU shall not discharge a party from any obligations that shall have accrued during the operation this MoU. 

Article XI
CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION
Any notice pursuant to this MoU will be in writing and all official communications for the purpose of facilitating the implementation of this MoU shall be addressed to:

For COMESA:	Ms Chileshe Mpundu Kapwepwe
Secretary General
			Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa
			COMESA Centre, Ben Bella Road 
P.O. Box 30051 
Lusaka, 10101 
Zambia
Tel: (260 – 211) 229726/29
Email: secgen@comesa.int 
Fax: +260 211 227318

For IOC:		Prof. Vêlayoudom MARIMOUTOU
Secretary General
Indian Ocean Commission (IOC)
Blue Tower, 3e étage 
Rue de Institut 
72201 – Ebène
Mauritius
Tel:  +230 4026100
Email: secretariat@coi-ioc.org

Article XII
AMENDMENT
Any amendment to this Memorandum will be agreed upon by both Parties in writing through an exchange of letters.

Article XIII
DISPUTE RESOLUTION
The Parties agree that disputes arising out of the interpretation or implementation of the provisions of this Agreement will be settled amicably by negotiations between the Parties.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto, each acting through its duly authorized representatives, have signed this MoU in two originals each in the English and French languages on the date(s) herein below indicated.

For COMESA						For IOC





………………………………………	                      ……………………………………
Ms. CHILESHE MPUNDU KAPWEPWE 	Prof. VÊLAYOUDOM MARIMOUTOU
SECRETARY GENERAL	SECRETARY GENERAL,  
 COMMON MARKET FOR EASTERN 	INDIAN OCEAN COMMISSION
 AND SOUTHERN AFRICA 	


Signed at ……………….……. on the			Signed at …….………… on the
day of ………………….………. 2023			day of …………………… 2023
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