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DRAFT

Memorandum of Understanding


Between


the Indian Ocean Commission
(IOC)


and


the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA)






PREAMBLE

The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) referred to as “the Parties”;

PURSUANT to the decisions of the 28th meeting of the Council of Ministers of IOC held on 17 January 2013, the Committee of Liaison Officer of IOC held virtually on 10 December 2020, the 22nd meeting of the IORA Committee of Senior Officials held virtually on 15-16 December 2020;

CONSIDERING that the five IOC Member States (the Union of Comoros, France/Reunion, Madagascar, Mauritius and Seychelles) are also members of IORA; 

REALIZING that both organisations share common goals and the conclusion of a Memorandum of Understanding between IORA and IOC would facilitate their collaboration and complementarity for the benefit of their Member States;

HAVE DECIDED to conclude the present Memorandum of Understanding, whose purpose is to strengthen the mutual sharing of knowledge of, and cooperation between, the Parties, with a view, to contributing to a peaceful, safer, stable, more orderly and more prosperous Indian Ocean Region in line with the respective mandates of the Parties;

Having reached the following understandings:


Article 1
Areas of Cooperation

1. The Parties agree to cooperate in the fields listed in Article 1(3), and in whatever field related to achieving sustainable development goals and the benefit of their member states. 

2. In pursuit of the cooperation stipulated in paragraph 1, the Parties will:

(a) promote the specificity of the Island and riparian States (refer to all IORA Member States bordering the Indian Ocean) of the Indian Ocean and Oceanic States;
(b) initiate consultation processes in the regional framework or in international fora, 
(c) develop joint cooperation programmes.

3. The cooperation between the Parties may relate, in particular, to the following areas, in accordance with their respective areas of intervention:
 
a) Trade and investment facilitation, including support for entrepreneurship and Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs);
b) Maritime safety and security;
c) Public health;
d) Biodiversity and natural resources management, blue economy, fisheries management;
e) Academic and research cooperation;
f) Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) cooperation;
g) Disaster Risk Management;
h) Women’s Economic Empowerment;
i) Transport, communication and connectivity;
j) Peace and security;
k) Tourism and Cultural Exchanges.


Article 2
Consultations and Exchange of Information and expertise

The Parties may, at the initiative of the Member States, hold consultations to discuss issues of common interest with the view of defining suitable means and ways for the implementation of planned activities and to exchange expertise in such matters of common interest and activities.


Article 3
Financial responsibility

The activities and projects planned under this Memorandum are only implemented if the necessary financial resources are available.


Article 4
Specific Agreements

The Parties may enter into specific agreements for the implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding, subject to the approval of such agreements by the member States. 



Article 5
Amendments

The Memorandum of Understanding may be amended at any time by mutual agreement in writing by the Parties and following the consultations with member States.


Article 6
Dispute settlement

Any dispute between the Parties resulting from the application of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be resolved amicably between the Parties through a process of negotiation.


Article 7
 Final provisions
1. Nothing in this Memorandum of Understanding shall be construed as creating any legal obligations on either of the Parties.

2. This Memorandum of Understanding takes effect on the date of its signature by the duly authorized representatives of the Parties.


3. This Memorandum of Understanding is concluded for an initial period of 05 years from the date of its signature by the Parties and may, after consultation with the Member States of the two organizations, be extended by an exchange of letters for a period of 05 years or any other period agreed by the Parties.

4. This Memorandum of Understanding may be terminated upon six months' notice, in writing, to the other Party;





IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized representatives of both Parties, have signed this Memorandum of Understanding in two originals in French and English, on ...
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