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OCÉAN INDIEN- La Russie et la Commission de l'Océan Indien 

envisagent une coopération 

 

Le Vice-Ministre russe des affaires étrangères, Mikhaïl Bogdanov, et le Secrétaire 

général de la Commission de l’océan Indien (COI), Hamada Madi, ont discuté de la 

coopération samedi, a déclaré dimanche le Ministère russe des affaires étrangères. 

Bogdanov et Madi ont échangé leurs points de vue sur le développement d’une 

coopération constructive entre la Russie et les membres du COI à Antananarivo 

(Madagascar), a indiqué le ministère dans un communiqué de presse. Il a déclaré que 

les 2 responsables s’efforçaient de travailler en partenariat dans le domaine de la 

sécurité maritime et de coordonner leurs efforts pour faire face aux nouveaux défis, 

notamment la piraterie, le trafic de drogue et la traite des êtres humains, et d’autres 

crimes en mer. 
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http://crfimmadagascar.org/others/info-ocean-indien-la-russie-et-la-commission-de-locean-indien-envisagent-une-cooperation/ 

http://crfimmadagascar.org/others/info-ocean-indien-la-russie-et-la-commission-de-locean-indien-envisagent-une-cooperation/
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Russia, Indian Ocean Commission explore 

cooperation 

  

The Russian missile cruiser, "Peter the Great", is anchored in Table Bay Harbour, in 

Cape Town, on January 14, 2009. (AFP Photo) 

MOSCOW, Jan. 20 (Xinhua) -- Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov 
and Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) Secretary General Hamada Madi discussed 
cooperation on Saturday, the Russian Foreign Ministry said Sunday. 

Bogdanov and Madi exchanged views on developing constructive cooperation 
between Russia and the IOC members in Madagascar's Antananarivo, the ministry 
said in a press release. 

It said the two officials seek to partner on maritime security and coordinate efforts to 

counter new challenges, including piracy, drug and human trafficking, and other 

crimes at sea. 

 

 

 

  

COI et ses Projet 

 Coopération 

22 janvier 2019  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760369.htm 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760369.htm
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Pour plus d’information cliquez sur les liens ci-dessous : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760367.htm 

 

http://en.ce.cn/World/big-news/201901/22/t20190122_31325711.shtml 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/russias-bogdanov-indian-ocean-commission-ch-534443.html 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760367.htm
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/world/russias-bogdanov-indian-ocean-commission-ch-534443.html
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COI et ses Projet 

 Coopération 

21 janvier 2019  

http://www.alwatwan.net/ 

http://www.alwatwan.net/
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Le Vice-Président Meriton réitère la solidarité des 

Seychelles et de la COI au Président Rajoelina de 

Madagascar 

 
Le Vice-Président Vincent Meriton était ce samedi dans la capitale malgache, 
Antananarivo, pour représenter les Seychelles et la Commission de l’Océan Indien qu’il 
préside, à la cérémonie d’investiture du nouveau Président Andry Rajoelina qui s’est 
déroulée au Stade Mahamasina, sous la présidence de la Haute Cour Constitutionnelle. 

Le Vice-Président était accompagné du Secrétaire d’Etat et Chef Exécutif du 
Département des Affaires Etrangères, l’Ambassadeur Barry Faure avec lequel il s’était 
rendu quelques semaines plus tôt dans la capitale malgache dans le cadre d’une 
mission de bons offices et d’appui de la COI au processus de préparation du second 
tour des élections présidentielles. 

On se souvient que le Président Danny Faure partageant ce même souci d’une élection 
pacifique, transparente et inclusive, avait dépêché l’ancien ministre et ancien secrétaire 
général de la COI, Monsieur Jérémie Bonnelame, comme son Envoyé Spécial auprès 
des Autorités intérimaires chargées de l’organisation du scrutin. 

MM. Meriton et M. Rajoelina qui se connaissent déjà ont eu au terme de la cérémonie 
d’investiture des entretiens au Palais d'Etat à Iavoloha au cours desquels le dirigeant 

COI et ses Projet 

 Investiture du président malgache 

22 janvier 2019  

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760369.htm 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-01/20/c_137760369.htm
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seychellois a réitéré l’appui et la solidarité des Seychelles et de la COI aux nouvelles 
autorités malgaches. 

« Merci pour l’accueil très chaleureux et combien fraternel que vous avez bien voulu 
m’accorder ainsi qu’à la délégation qui m’accompagne. C’est un accueil qui ne nous 
surprend guère car Madagascar et les Seychelles sont deux iles sœurs. Et comme tel, 
elles ne peuvent qu’entretenir des relations fraternelles, empreintes d’amitié et de 
solidarité », a-t-il dit, avant de souligner que les Seychelles resteront toujours 
mobilisées aux côtés du peuple malgache. 

Le Vice-Président a aussi réaffirmé la ferme volonté des Seychelles de renforcer les 
liens de coopération avec Madagascar tant sur le plan bilatéral que sur les plans 
régional et multilatéral. 

Dans un précédent message adressé au Président Rajoelina, Monsieur Meriton avait 
déclaré:  « Au nom de la Commission de l’Océan Indien et en mon nom personnel, j'ai 
grand plaisir à vous adresser encore mes plus chaleureuses félicitations auxquelles je 
joins les vœux sincères que je forme pour votre plein succès qui sera celui de toutes 
nos iles dans le rayonnement que nos peuples attendent de nous comme nations 
insulaires…» 

A noter que la cérémonie d’investiture du nouveau président malgache qui revient au 
pouvoir après l’avoir quitté en 2013, s’est déroulée en présence de plusieurs chefs 
d’Etat, vice-présidents, anciens présidents et représentants de plusieurs organisations 
internationales dont les Nations Unies,  l’Union Africaine , l’Union Européenne, 
l’Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie et la COI. 

La délégation du Vice-Président a regagné Mahé ce dimanche. 

http://www.mfa.gov.sc/static.php?content_id=18&news_id=1677 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mfa.gov.sc/static.php?content_id=18&news_id=1677
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Cérémonie d’investiture du nouveau Président malgache 
Andry Rajoelina Le Vice-Président Meriton réitère la 
solidarité des Seychelles et de la COI au Président 
Rajoelina de Madagascar 
 
  

  
Le Vice-Président Vincent Meriton était ce samedi dans la capitale malgache, 
Antananarivo, pour représenter les Seychelles et la Commission de l’Océan Indien 
qu’il préside, à la cérémonie d’investiture du nouveau Président Andry Rajoelina qui 
s’est déroulée au Stade Mahamasina, sous la présidence de la Haute Cour 
Constitutionnelle. 
Le Vice-Président était accompagné du Secrétaire d’Etat et Chef Exécutif du 
Département des Affaires étrangères, l’Ambassadeur Barry Faure avec lequel il s’était 
rendu quelques semaines plus tôt dans la capitale malgache dans le cadre d’une 
mission de bons offices et d’appui de la COI au processus de préparation du second 
tour des élections présidentielles. 
On se souvient que le Président Danny Faure partageant ce même souci d’une 
élection pacifique, transparente et inclusive, avait dépêché l’ancien ministre et ancien 
secrétaire général de la COI, Monsieur Jérémie Bonnelame, comme son Envoyé 
Spécial auprès des Autorités intérimaires chargées de l’organisation du scrutin. 
M. Meriton et M. Rajoelina qui se connaissent déjà ont eu au terme de la cérémonie 
d’investiture des entretiens au Palais d'Etat à Iavoloha au cours desquels le dirigeant 
seychellois a réitéré l’appui et la solidarité des Seychelles et de la COI aux nouvelles 
autorités malgaches. 

COI et ses Projet 

 Investiture du président malgache 

21 janvier 2019  

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=262012 

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=262012
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« Merci pour l’accueil très chaleureux et combien fraternel que vous avez bien voulu 
m’accorder ainsi qu’à la délégation qui m’accompagne. C’est un accueil qui ne nous 
surprend guère, car Madagascar et les Seychelles sont deux îles sœurs. Et comme 
tel, elles ne peuvent qu’entretenir des relations fraternelles, empreintes d’amitié et de 
solidarité », a dit le Vice-Président Meriton, avant de souligner que les Seychelles 
resteront toujours mobilisées aux côtés du peuple malgache. 
Le vice-président a aussi réaffirmé la ferme volonté des Seychelles de renforcer les 
liens de coopération avec Madagascar tant sur le plan bilatéral que sur les plans 
régional et multilatéral. 
Dans un précédent message adressé au Président Rajoelina, Monsieur Meriton avait 
déclaré :  « Au nom de la Commission de l’Océan Indien et en mon nom personnel, 
j'ai grand plaisir à vous adresser encore mes plus chaleureuses félicitations auxquelles 
je joins les vœux sincères que je forme pour votre plein succès qui sera celui de toutes 
nos îles dans le rayonnement que nos peuples attendent de nous comme nations 
insulaires…» 
A noter que la cérémonie d’investiture du nouveau président malgache qui revient au 
pouvoir après l’avoir quitté en 2013, s’est déroulée en présence de plusieurs chefs 
d’Etat, vice-présidents, anciens présidents et représentants de plusieurs organisations 
internationales dont les Nations Unies,  l’Union Africaine , l’Union Européenne, 
l’Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie et la COI. 
La délégation du Vice-Président Meriton a regagné Mahé ce dimanche. 
 
  

Pour plus d’information cliquez les liens ci-dessous : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/le-vicepresident-meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-seychelles-et-de-la-commission-de-locean-indien-coi-

au-president-rajoelina-de-madagascar?lang=fr 

https://www.alwihdainfo.com/Le-Vice-President-Meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-Seychelles-et-de-la-Commission-de-l-Oce-an-Indien-COI-au-

https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/le-vicepresident-meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-seychelles-et-de-la-commission-de-locean-indien-coi-au-president-rajoelina-de-madagascar?lang=fr
https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/le-vicepresident-meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-seychelles-et-de-la-commission-de-locean-indien-coi-au-president-rajoelina-de-madagascar?lang=fr
https://www.alwihdainfo.com/Le-Vice-President-Meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-Seychelles-et-de-la-Commission-de-l-Oce-an-Indien-COI-au-President_a69992.html
https://www.alwihdainfo.com/Le-Vice-President-Meriton-reitere-la-solidarite-des-Seychelles-et-de-la-Commission-de-l-Oce-an-Indien-COI-au-President_a69992.html
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COI et ses Projet 

 Investiture du président malgache 

21 janvier 2019  

https://www.newsmada.com/2019/01/21/presences-massive-des-personnalites-internationales-et-

regionales/ 

https://www.newsmada.com/2019/01/21/presences-massive-des-personnalites-internationales-et-regionales/
https://www.newsmada.com/2019/01/21/presences-massive-des-personnalites-internationales-et-regionales/
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Measles – Madagascar: Disease outbreak news 

(17 January 2019) 

REPORT 

from World Health Organization  

WHO is supporting the Ministry of Public Health of Madagascar to respond to an unusually 

large measles outbreak. Madagascar last experienced measles outbreaks in 2003 and 

2004, with reported number of cases at 62 233 and 35 558, respectively. Since then, the 

number of reported cases had sharply declined until the current outbreak. From 4 October 

2018 to 7 January 2019, 19 539 measles cases and 39 “facility-based” deaths (case fatality 

ratio: 0.2%) have been reported by the Ministry of Public Health (MoH) of Madagascar. 

Cases were reported from 66 of 114 total districts in all 22 regions of Madagascar. Among 

the 19 539 measles cases, 375 have been laboratory confirmed (all are IgM+) and 19 164 

were confirmed by epidemiological link. Cases confirmed by epidemiological link are those 

who presented clinical symptoms based on the case definition and had been in contact with 

another laboratory confirmed or epidemiologically linked case. The outbreak has spread to 

densely populated urban cities including Toamasina, Mahajanga, Antsirabe, Toliara and the 

capital city Antananarivo. Most cases were reported from Analamanga (61%) and Boeny 

(20%) regions. The highest attack rates were observed in Antananarivo-Renivohitra district 

(714 per 100 000 inhabitants), and Ambato-Boina district (668 per 100 000 inhabitants), 

in Analamanga and Mahajanga regions, respectively. These rates are considerably higher 

compared to the national attack rate of 108 per 100 000 inhabitants. 

In the current epidemic, children aged 1 to 14 years account for 64% of the total number 

of cases. The age distribution in this group is as follows: under five years at 35%, 5-9 

years at 22% and 10-14 years at 19%. Both sexes are equally affected with a male to 

female ratio of 1.04. The national immunization programme recommends routine measles 

immunization for children aged nine months. According to WHO and the United Nations 

International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF), the estimated measles immunization 

coverage in Madagascar was 58% in 2017. More than half of the cases (51%) reported 

during the current outbreak have not been vaccinated or have unknown immunization 

status. Madagascar has the highest proportion of malnutrition among children under five 

(47%) in the African region which can increase children's risk of serious complications and 

death from measles infection. 

The circulating genotype for the current measles outbreak in Madagascar is B3, usually 

found in Africa and Europe. No measles cases with travel history to Madagascar, however, 

have been reported in neighboring countries and initial investigations in Madagascar have 

COI et ses Projet 

 Santé 

17 janvier 2019  

https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/measles-madagascar-disease-outbreak-news-17-january-

2019 

https://reliefweb.int/organization/who
https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/measles-madagascar-disease-outbreak-news-17-january-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/measles-madagascar-disease-outbreak-news-17-january-2019
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not shown any link with cases from countries with measles outbreak in the Africa region or 

Europe. 

The measles outbreak has occurred concurrently with the resurgence of plague in the 

country—which reoccurs seasonally—straining the public health response. 

Public health response 

The Ministry of Public Health of Madagascar is coordinating the response activities, with 

the support of WHO and other partners. Public Health response measures include: 

• Enhancement of active surveillance (active case finding, community-based 

surveillance, distribution of specimen collection kits) in all affected districts. 

• Use of the Global Measles Programmatic Risk Assessment Tool to target priority districts 

for vaccination. 

• Completion of targeted vaccination campaigns: 

• Campaign conducted from 22 October to 9 November 2018 in four districts of 

Antanavarivo city. The campaign targeted at least 95% of children aged between nine 

and 59 months. Preliminary results show coverage of 84% of the targeted population. 

• Campaign planned from 14 to 18 January targeting 2 083 734 children aged between 

nine months and nine years in 25 districts across 13 regions. The campaign is being 

funded by Measles Rubella Initiative (MRI), the Government of Madagascar, WHO, 

UNICEF, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), Commission de l'Océan Indien (COI), the 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Embassy of France 

in Madagascar and the World Bank and the total cost is US$ 2 355 989. 

• Reinforcement of routine immunization (one dose of measles-containing vaccine (MCV) 

as per the national immunization programme) for children aged between nine and 11 

months. Continued management of severe measles cases in referral hospitals, provided 

to patients free of charge. Vitamin A is being administered to patients under care in all 

referral and district health centres. 

• Continued community mobilization with the support of UNICEF and USAID, aiming to 

increase understanding of the disease as well as uptake of the vaccines from campaigns 

and routine vaccination. 

• Reactivation by USAID of the 910 hotline, formerly used during the 2017 plague 

epidemic, for information sharing on measles. 

WHO risk assessment 



14 
          Revue de presse hebdomadaire de la COI    Centre de documentation 

Measles is an acute, highly contagious viral disease that has potential to lead to major 

epidemics. Low coverage with measles vaccine combined with a low incidence of measles 

in recent years in Madagascar has contributed to a significant proportion of the population 

which is susceptible to measles. According to WHO and UNICEF estimates, the measles 

immunization coverage in Madagascar was 58% in 2017. The malnutrition rate is also a 

contributor as malnutrition increases children's vulnerability of serious complications and 

death from measles infection. 

WHO estimates the overall risk for Madagascar from this measles outbreak to be very high. 

Currently, several concomitant factors are likely to hinder or delay public health 

intervention and might jeopardize the response: post-election conflict, geographical 

isolation and remoteness of cases, insecurity, hurricane season and multiple outbreaks. 

Targeted immunization campaigns and strengthening of routine immunization activities are 

paramount in the effective control of the outbreak. Administration of Vitamin A, specifically 

in a context of high rates of malnutrition, can reduce illness and deaths from measles 

infection. 

The risk at the regional level is low although the spread of measles to neighboring Indian 

Ocean islands and other African countries and Europe cannot be excluded. Strengthening 

of surveillance in neighboring countries is recommended. The overall global risk is 

considered to be low. 

WHO advice 

WHO urges all Member States to: 

Vaccinate to maintain coverage of 95% with two doses of MCV. Vaccinate at-risk 

populations (without proof of vaccination or immunity against measles and rubella), such 

as health workers, people working in tourism and transportation (hotel and catering, 

airports, taxi drivers, etc.), and international travelers. Maintain a reserve of MCV and 

syringes for control of imported cases in each country in the region. Strengthen 

epidemiological surveillance of fever or rash cases for timely detection of all suspected 

cases of measles in public and private healthcare facilities and ensure that samples are 

received by laboratories within five days of being taken. Provide a rapid response to 

imported measles cases through the activation of rapid response teams to prevent the 

establishment or reestablishment of endemic transmission. Administer vitamin A 

supplementation to all children diagnosed with measles to reduce the complications and 

mortality (50,000 IU for a child <6 months="" of="" age,="" 100,000="" iu="" for="" 

children="" 6-12="" months="" of="" age="" or="" 200,000="" iu="" for="" children="" 

12-59="" months);="" two="" doses,="" immediately="" upon="" diagnosis="" and="" 

on="" the="" following=""> WHO does not recommend any restriction on travel and or 

trade to Madagascar based on the information available on the current outbreak. 

For more information on Measles, please see the link below: WHO measles fact 

sheet 

https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/measles
https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/measles
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National Assembly boosts regional partnerships with 

Mauritius 

 

A delegation comprising the International Affairs Committee (IAC) of the National 
Assembly headed by Speaker Nicholas Prea, travelled on an official visit to Mauritius 
last week to boost regional partnerships and seek the revival of the ‘Association 
Parlementaire de la Commission de l’ocean Indien’.   
The delegation made a visit to the National Assembly of Mauritius and paid a courtesy 
call on the Prime Minister of Mauritius, Pravind Kumar Jugnauth, the deputy Speaker, 
Georges Pierre Lesjongard and the leader of the opposition, Charles Gaetan Xavier-
Luc Duval, as well as attending important meetings with the European Union Office, 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Indian Ocean Commission. 
Speaker Prea was accompanied by members of the IAC, chairperson Jean-François 
Ferrari, Clifford Andre (vice-chairperson), Waven William, John Hoareau, Flory Larue, 
Jude Valmont and Noline Sophola; Jutta Alexis, Clerk of the National Assembly; 
Dolores Azemia, secretary to the IAC; Samia Lebon, assistant secretary to the IAC and 
Alexandria Faure, PR, communications and protocol manager. 
The visit to the National Assembly of Mauritius included a tour of the Chamber, as well 
as courtesy calls on Prime Minister Jugnauth, deputy Speaker Lesjongard, and the 
leader of the opposition, Mr Duval whereby discussions were held on the plans to 
strengthen and elevate the relations between the two parliaments, of which include 
exchanges and the establishment of a friendship group to connect parliamentarians 
and foster an open platform involving the sharing of experiences and parliamentary 
best practices. 
The meeting with the Indian Ocean Commission was headed by the secretary general 
of the commission, Hamada Madi Boléro. The delegates reflected on the importance 
of the parliaments of the small island states in the region coming together to reinforce 
their voices on common challenges, such as the impact of climate change and certain 
challenges in regional fishing development. 
The meeting also involved talks on the prospect of strengthening regional 
development, especially in the fisheries sector. 
The members also participated in fruitful discussions at a meeting with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in the presence of U. C. Dwarka Canabady, the secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, whereby key areas of common interests were also discussed involving further 
collaborations that could be explored between the parliaments of the two countries and 
of the importance of comparing experiences and best practices between Nations. 
The IAC is a Standing Committee of the National Assembly mandated to work closely 
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, other governmental and non-governmental 
organisations on international affairs, peace, security and defence, as well as 
contribute thereon as and when necessary; and maintain existing and establish new 
ties with foreign parliamentary organisations of interest. 
The accompanying photos show highlights of the parliamentarians’ visits. 

COI et ses Projet 

 Renforcement de partenariats régionaux 

23 janvier 2019  

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=262032 

http://www.nation.sc/article.html?id=262032
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https://www.ippmedia.com/en/news/minister-orders-fishermen-be-set-free 
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Blue Economy in the Indian Ocean: Governance 

perspectives for sustainable development in the 

region 
 

 

 

The Indian Ocean is vital to the economies, security and livelihoods of its 

littoral states. However, the economic and sustainable development issues 

in the rim are particularly challenging since the countries, with diverse 

political systems, development status and agendas, are home to one- 

third of the world’s population that rely extensively on the marine 

resources for sustenance, thereby subjecting the ocean’s resources to 

pressures from pollution, habitat degradation, and over-exploitation. Yet, 

if sustainable development goals are to be achieved and food security, 

livelihoods and economies based on marine resources assured, then, 

advancing blue economy through sustainable management and utilisation 

of ocean’s resources must be accorded high priority in the region. The 

paper explores the current governance framework of marine resource 

management in the Indian Ocean, delves into the challenges in blue 

economy development and recommends ways to advance blue economy 

governance in order to address pressures and ensure sustainable 

development in the region. 
  

COI et ses Projet 

 Economie bleue 

18 janvier 2019  

https://www.orfonline.org/research/blue-economy-in-the-indian-ocean-governance-perspectives-

for-sustainable-development-in-the-region-47449/ 

https://www.orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ORF_Occasional_Paper_181_Blue_Economy.pdf
https://www.orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ORF_Occasional_Paper_181_Blue_Economy.pdf
https://www.orfonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ORF_Occasional_Paper_181_Blue_Economy.pdf
https://www.orfonline.org/research/blue-economy-in-the-indian-ocean-governance-perspectives-for-sustainable-development-in-the-region-47449/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/blue-economy-in-the-indian-ocean-governance-perspectives-for-sustainable-development-in-the-region-47449/
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Arrivées touristiques : Croissance de 4,3% en 

2018 

 

• Faible croissance de 1,6% en décembre 

Les arrivées touristiques ont augmenté de 4,3% de 2017 à 2018, soit de 1 

399 287 à 1 341 860 visiteurs. Le mois de décembre 2018 a connu une 

faible croissance de 1,6%, comparé à décembre 2017. 

Pour l’année écoulée dans son ensemble, une analyse détaillée de la 

performance des différents marchés montre que la France a enregistré une 

croissance de 4,3%, comparé à 2017, avec 285 271 arrivées l’année 

dernière. Autre important marché, l’Allemagne, qui a réalisé une meilleure 

croissance à 11,7% (132 815 arrivées). Quant au Royaume-Uni, embourbé 

dans la crise du Brexit, il a réalisé une faible progression en 2018 (1,4%) 

avec 151 846 arrivées. Et pendant le mois de décembre, les arrivées de ce 

marché ont même reculé de 2%. 

Sur le plan régional, on note également une baisse d’arrivées en provenance 

de La Réunion (-5,2%) et, là encore, ce marché a reculé en décembre, 

affichant une baisse de 7,7%. Par contre, le marché sud-africain a montré 

Centres d’intérêts 
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https://www.lemauricien.com/article/arrivees-touristiques-croissance-de-43-en-2018-2/ 
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des signaux très positifs l’année dernière, avec une hausse générale de 

14,2% de janvier à novembre et de 12,8% pour décembre. 

Pour ce qui est du marché indien, il a reculé de 0,6% en 2018, avec une 

baisse plus marquée pendant le mois de décembre (-34,5%). Le marché 

chinois, lui, poursuit sa lente dégringolade entamée depuis plusieurs mois 

déjà. Pour l’année dans son ensemble, il a chuté de 9,9% comparé à 2017, 

tandis qu’en décembre, la baisse était plus prononcée, soit de 10,8%. Un 

mot enfin sur les États-Unis, qui nous ont fourni 10 525 visiteurs en 2018, 

comparés à 9 655 en 2017, soit une croissance de 9,0% 
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Uncharted waters: Scientists to explore Indian 

Ocean depths 

A ship carrying submarines that will take scientists to the unexplored depths 

of the Indian Ocean is preparing to set sail for the start of a three-year 

mission to explore one of the world's last great frontiers 

 
(The Associated Press) The Ocean Zephyr stands docked in Bremerhaven, 
Germany, Wednesday Jan. 23, 2019. The Britain-based Nekton Mission will 

use submarines to go 300 meters below the surface and sonar equipment 

to survey depths of up to 2,000 meters once the Ocean Zephyr reaches the 
Seychelles. Final preparations were being made Thursday for the start of an 

unprecedented, years-long mission to explore the Indian Ocean, during 
which scientists hope to document changes taking place beneath the waves 

that could affect billions of people in the surrounding region over the coming 
decades. (AP Photo/Stephen Barker)...+ 

By The Associated PressBREMEVERHAVEN, Germany — Jan 24, 2019 10:31 

AM ET 

Scientists prepared Thursday to embark on an unprecedented, years-long 

mission to explore the Indian Ocean and document changes taking place 

beneath the waves that could affect billions of people in the surrounding 

region over the coming decades. 

The ambitious expedition will delve into one of the last major unexplored 

frontiers on the planet, a vast body of water that's already feeling the effects 

of global warming. Understanding the Indian Ocean's ecosystem is 

important not just for the species that live in it, but also for an estimated 

Centres d’intérêts 
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2.5 billion people at home in the region — from East Africa, the Arabian 

peninsula, South and Southeast Asia. 

The Nekton Mission, supported by over 40 organizations, will conduct 

further dives in other parts of the Indian Ocean over three years. The 

research will contribute to a summit on the state of the Indian Ocean 

planned for late 2021. 

The Ocean Zephyr is preparing to leave Bremerhaven, Germany, on the first 

leg of trip. Researchers will spend seven weeks surveying underwater life, 

map the sea floor and drop sensors to depths of up to 2,000 meters (6,560 

feet) in the seas around the Seychelles. 

Little is known about the watery world below depths of 30 meters (100 

feet), which scientists from Britain and the Seychelles will be exploring with 

two crewed submarines and a remotely operated submersible in March and 

April. 

Ronny Jumeau, the Seychelles' ambassador to the United Nations, said such 

research is vital to helping the island nation understand its vast ocean 

territory. 

While the country's 115 islands together add up to just 455 square 

kilometers (176 sq. miles) of land — about the same as San Antonio, Texas 

— its exclusive economic zone stretches to 1.4 million square kilometers 

(540 million square miles) of sea, an area almost the size of Alaska. 

Jumeau said the Seychelles aims to become a leader in the development of 

a "blue economy" that draws on the resources of the ocean. The archipelago 

relies on fishing and tourism, but has lately also been exploring the 

possibility of extracting oil and gas from beneath the sea floor. 

"Key to this is knowing not only what you have in the ocean around you, 

but where it is and what is its value," he said. "It is only when you know 
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this that you can properly decide what to exploit and what to protect and 

leave untouched." 

"Research expeditions such as the Nekton Mission are therefore vital to help 

us fill those gaps and better know our ocean space and marine resources to 

make wise decisions in planning the future of our blue economy," Jumeau 

added. 

The island nation of fewer than 100,000 people is already feeling the effects 

of climate change, with rising water temperatures bleaching its coral reefs. 

"Our ocean is undergoing rapid ecological transformation by human 

activities," said Callum Roberts, a marine conservation biologist at the 

University of York, England, who is a trustee of the mission. 

"Seychelles are a critical beacon and bellwether for marine conservation in 

the Indian Ocean and globally," he said. 

The mission's principal scientist, Lucy Woodall of Oxford University, said the 

researchers expect to discover dozens of new species, from corals and 

sponges to larger creatures like types of dog-sharks. 

The Associated Press is accompanying the expedition and will provide live 

underwater video from the dives, using new optical transmission technology 

to send footage from the submarines to the ship and from there, by satellite, 

to the world. 
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