International Women Day 8th March 2013 in Port Louis Mauritius

Your Excellencies , Members of the diplomatic Corp, Eminent writers and Poets from South
Africa Distinguished guest

* Born at a time of great social turbulence and crisis, IWD inherited a tradition of protest
and political activism. In the years before 1910, from the turn of the 20th century,
women in industrially developing countries were entering paid work in some numbers.
Their jobs were sex segregated, mainly in textiles, manufacturing and domestic services
where conditions were wretched and wages worse than depressed. Trade unions were
developing and industrial disputes broke out, including among sections of non-unionised
women workers. In Europe, the flames of revolution were being kindled

* We r gathered her to reflect, celebrate and continue to pledge for total emancipation of
all women as our predessors did

e at the time of great social turbulence and crisis, IWD inherited a tradition of protest and
political activism.

e before 1910, from the turn of the 20th century, women in industrially developing
countries were entering paid work in some numbers.as it is in our case

* We have a lot to celebrate on our continent

e Asour govt in forefront to fight the scourge of women abuse through various initiatives
aimed at protecting women and children

* Despite SA constitutional and legislative protection, violence based on gender and
sexual orientation remains unacceptable levels. It takes various forms and one and more
have made intl headlines

* The objective to day is to share experiences

e Build solidarity

e SA and Mu already have warm bilateral relations

e It can only be enhanced and deepened by these people to people relations and
exchanges

* We can debate and discuss how do we formost prevent this scourge of violence against
women and girls as there are commonalities interm off trends

e national Ministry on Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities within the national
and provincial executive, and standing committees on the Quality of Life and Status of
Women in national and provincial legislatures.

e The are41% women



