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CONSTRAINTS

Å Incomplete botanical 
knowledge

Å Limited local capacity to 
document

Å Limited local capacity to 
disseminate

Å Limited regional networking



SEYCHELLES

ÅBaker (1877) ðFlora of Mauritius and the Seychelles

ÅSummerhayes (1931) ðEnumeration of the Angiosperms

ÅRobertson (1989) ðFlowering Plants of Seychelles

ÅFriedmann (1994, 2011) ðFlores des Seychelles ðDicotylédones

ÅRobertson 1140 sp; 250 indigenous/endemic

ÅCEPF: 700 indigenous species

Å19 % endemism

ÅSEY; founded 1962; 5,000 specimens



MAURITIUS - RODRIGUES

ÅBojer

ÅBaker (1877) ðFlora of Mauritius and the Seychelles

ÅFlore des Mascareigenes (1976 ðongoing)
ÅOutstanding families: Poaceae , Cyperaceae , Orchidaceae

ÅMauritius 700 sp.; Rodrigues 150 sp.

ÅCEPF: Mauritius/Rodrigues 700 sp.

ÅEndemism: 40 % Mauritius, 31 % Rodrigues

ÅMAU; founded 1960 (1821); 25,000 specimens



RÉUNION

Åde Cordemoy (1891) - Flore de lõIlede la Réunion

ÅFlore des Mascareigenes (1976 ðongoing)

ÅCEPF: 900 taxa 

Å26 % endemism

ÅREU; founded 1974; 10,000 specimens



COMOROS

ÅFlore de Madagascar et des Comores (1936 ð?ongoing)

ÅCEPF: ?2000 species

ÅEndemism ?9%

ÅHKM; founded 2010; 5,000 specimens



MADAGASCAR

ÅFlore de Madagascar et des Comores (1936 ð?ongoing)

ÅCatalogue of the vascular plants of Madagascar 
ÅMissouri Botanical Garden

ÅeCatalogue

ÅCEPF: 11,200 species, 90 % endemism

ÅMBG: 10,613 sp; 84% endemism

ÅTAN; founded 1950; 250,000 specimens

ÅTEF; founded 1948; 70,000 specimens

ÅDBEV; founded1972; 11,000 specimens

ÅCNARP; founded 1980; 20,000 specimens



NETWORK OF WIO HERBARIA

Å2015 FEDER Biodiversité Meeting - La Réunion

ÅIndian Ocean Commission/Commission de lõOceanIndién

ÅCoastal and Marine Biodiversity Management

ÅThematic Centre Biodiversity



OBJECTIVES 

ÅLogistical and technical support for regional herbaria

ÅTraining of herbarium curators

ÅNetwork meetings

ÅSetting up a Network of Virtual Herbaria/ Reseau des Herbiers
Virtuels (RHEV)



VIRTUAL HERBARIUM

ÅConsists of digitised specimen information 

ÅSpecimen images

ÅFreely available online for 
ÅBrowsing

ÅSearching

ÅDownloading

ÅSpecialised software that allows for flexible, user -friendly 
searches of the data and posting the data

ÅBRAHMS (Botanical Research and Herbarium Management 
System) and BOL (Brahms OnLine )



NETWORK OF VIRTUAL HERBARIA

ÅEach herbarium will establish its own BRAHMS database

ÅEach herbarium is in charge of its own data

ÅEach herbarium has its own searchable BOL website

ÅAll WIO herbarium websites are linked in a common portal

ÅQueries can be directed towards an individual database or to 
the combined dataset of all herbaria



First Meeting of WIO 
Herbarium Curators 

Regional BRAHMS 
Training Workshop

Å 7-9 July 2015, Le Tampon

Å University of La Réunion



PILOT PROJECT

ÅDigitisation and imaging of the herbarium specimens of the 
family Orchidaceae

ÅTaxonomic dataset (species names, synonymy, distribution) 
contributed by RBG Kew (R. Govaerts)

ÅWorld Checklist of Selected Plant Families filtered for 
Orchidaceae and Africa

ÅSetting up a common webportal (hosted by Oxford University)

ÅUploading orchid data and images from partners

Åhttp://herbaria.plants.ox.ac.uk/bol/swioorchids



Second Meeting of 
WIO Herbarium 
Curators 

Regional BRAHMS 
Training Workshop

11-13 May 2017, Nairobi

Å East African Herbarium










